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Visioning Advisory Committee (VAC) Minutes 
City of Beaverton 
February 5, 2014 
 
Members Present:  Luis Alvarez, Lacey Beaty, Ty Garo, Jaann Hoisington, Chris Humphries, Cameron 
Irtifa, Ali Kavianian, Linda Rose, Teresa Wercosky 
 
Members Absent:  Jennifer Browning, Kevin Hoover, Michael Riedel, Cathy Robart 
 
Project Team:  Holly Thompson and Erin Gordenier, City of Beaverton 
 
Council Liaison:  Betty Bode 
 
Guests:  Jake Adams, PSU student; Lydia Cox, Hands On Greater Portland 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Jaann Hoisington at 6:35 PM. 
 
1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved with no changes. 
 
Holly Thompson shared that the city’s Mayor’s Office department has reorganized, and she now has a 
new role in the organization.  Holly will now be the VAC staff liaison, with assistance from consultant 
Michele Neary.  Erin will still be involved with logistics and outreach. 
 
2. Public Comment 
Jake Adams, Portland State University student, introduced himself.  He is studying to be a city planner, 
and came to observe a city board in action. 
 
3.  Council Update 
Council Bode shared information about the City Council’s discussion regarding medical marijuana.  She 
also announced the changes to the Mayor’s Office department (see above). 
 
4.  Partner Presentation 
Guest speaker Lydia Cox of Hands On Greater Portland spoke to the VAC.  Hands On is now part of 
United Way Columbia/Willamette.  HOGP does mainly web-based volunteer engagement through their 
robust website.  They have a family and youth focus, and try to make projects family-friendly, which 
Lydia said they’ve heard there’s a desire for in Beaverton.  They also offer volunteer management 
training. 
 
Lydia is interested in bringing HOGP’s Team Works program to the Beaverton area.  This adult service 
learning program is active in Multnomah County, but currently isn’t offered in Beaverton.  They work 
with nonprofit partners and the community to put together 5-7 volunteer opportunities over two 
months (about one every two weeks).  Each session highlights an issue or an area of need.  A group goes 
through the program as a cohort of 10-15 people.  It’s a great opportunity for people who are new to 
the area.  She’s hoping to do two teams this year in Beaverton and/or Hillsboro. 
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Lydia has two theme ideas:  1. Aging issues, or 2. “Explore Beaverton”—getting to know the city.  The 
VAC brainstormed and gave feedback, including specific groups to contact and some service project 
needs.  VAC members are encouraged to contact Lydia directly with any ideas. 
 
5.  Upcoming Events 
The VAC discussed the February 6 Beaverton Forum (note:  postponed due to winter weather; will be 
rescheduled), the February 10 boards and commissions training (also postponed due to weather—
rescheduled for March 4), and the February 18 City Council presentation. 
 
6.  Annual Report 
The VAC reviewed a draft layout of the 2014 annual report.  They gave some suggestions and 
corrections.  The annual report will be presented to the council on February 18. 
 
7.  Five-Year Vision Update 
Lacey and Jaann reported on their first presentation at the Central Beaverton NAC.  The VAC discussed 
suggestions for future presentations, including:  ask people to think about the topic in advance, use wall 
paper to collect feedback, advertise to the NAC in advance that we’ll be collecting ideas, and tailor 
presentation topics to specific NACs.   
 
At the request of VAC members, Holly/Erin put together a list of current topics which the VAC might get 
questions about at public events.  The VAC reviewed the list and added additional suggestions.  The list 
will be updated periodically throughout the year.  VAC members are encouraged to contact Holly or Erin 
with other suggested topics. 
 
Holly reported that the project team has been researching options for collecting ideas by text message.  
Ty and Luis offered to give feedback on the vendors being considered. 
 
8.  City Program Award 
The VAC discussed which city program or department to give this year’s Visioning Award of Excellence.  
They voted for the city’s Public Works department, in particular for its efforts on the visioning clean-up 
day in November, as well as their other action-related work in the city. 
 
9.  VAC and Staff Updates 
Luis shared that there is a multicultural event at his high school on March 19, and they are looking for 
performers. 
 
Holly encouraged VAC members to submit comments on the creekside project by February 21.  She will 
send the survey link. 
 

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Minutes will be approved at the next VAC meeting, Wednesday, March 5. 
 


